Smellie says that the womb of a primipara expels clots with greater force than that of a multipara.
Until the present century very few authors, and those very cursorily, have alluded to the subject of this paper. A British physician, Burns, 4 says that the diminution of the uterus after delivery, is a result of the absorption of muscular tissue. Wieland5 was the first who tried to determine the extent of the diminution by measuring the length and breadth of the uterus after delivery ; the one dimension being taken from the upper part of the symphysis to the fundus uteri, while the second is obtained by measuring between the most prominent lateral parts of the uterus. He supposed that up to the seventh day there was a daily diminution in size of from one to one and a half centimetre, and after that of from a half to one centimetre. At the tenth day he describes the uterus as being situated behind the symphysis pubis, and therefore beyond the reach of measurement (40 -f-20 8) . During the first half of the first day after delivery, in half of the cases the uterus is best contracted in one dimension; this is quite consistent with a proportional diminution both in length and breadth during the rest ot the puerperal period.
This fact suggests that it is superfluous to follow the suggestion of many authors to give ergot of rye in the last stage of labour in order to prevent bad contraction after delivery.
The following facts may help to explain the increase in size of the uterus which occurs after delivery:? ? X. It is evident that, when a uterus is prematurely emptied of its contents, and having the minor dimensions, it will reach its former size, ceteris paribus, in a shorter time than one which had been evacuated after the tenth lunar month.
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